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PREFACE 
As of 2018 I have collected/researched files of more than 80,000 
members of our family. It took the past 45+ years to compile findings. In the 
process, I recorded names, dates, events and related notes.  I previously 
published “Person Notes” for nearly 5,000 of our family members which told 
an interesting story of our heritage.  The volumes you have before you are 
different in that they show family connections.  Some notes included here 
have been updated from my previous books.  In an effort to provide 
valuable findings to our family, I decided to publish this series of pages 
showing 33 generations. I selected 33 generations to keep this to 2 
volumes and make it affordable.  If I created pages for ALL in my database 
we would have ~4400 pages and be too many volumes to manage.   

The charts begin with the oldest ancestor I have researched.  In these 
volumes I start with one of several family lineage theories with Eystein 
(King of Sweden) Adilsson, born about 594 A.D. in Uppsala, Sweden. 
These will be of help to present and forthcoming researchers and 
interested persons.  An index is provided to assist the reader.  

With progressing technology, we now have DNA analysis to use as 
another tool to substantiate our traditional research.  Marty Prather, a 
Prater DNA Project Administrator, has included an Introduction to the 
analysis technique and some Prat(h)er results to date.  Comments to Marty 
are welcomed! 

You may choose to include some of my data when writing your own 
report of family history.  If you do, please give credit to the information 
provider. None of my copyrighted information may be reproduced in any 
form for profit. 

My files cover almost ALL known branches of our United States of 
America family.  Family lines were found in Canada, England, Mexico 
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and a few in Australia and New Zealand. As you read, note the 
diversity of spellings in our family name, “Praers”, “Pretor”, “Prater”, 
“Prator”, “Praytor”, and “Prathers”. This diversity is reflected in 
documentation found in census, marriage, pension, and British 
records as well as in tax lists, land deeds, etc.  Name spelling 
variations may be attributed to a lack of education of recording clerks, 
or that standardization of spelling was not valued at that time in 
history.  Standardization of spelling surnames and given names has 
been a relatively recent invention when we consider the great span of 
historical time. Spelling in a given geographical region was, and is, 
obviously arbitrary. 

The Prater, Prather, Praytor, etc. families are thought, by English 
genealogists, to be one of the family groups known as the "Ui Briain". 
Several different families with very differing names are said to have 
descended from that group. "Ui Briain" descended from "Brion", a 5th 
century King of Connacht, an ancient kingdom in Ireland. Other kings such 
as Rytherick, a king of central Wales in the 8th century; Brockwell, Prince of 
Powys; Gerald of Windsor; Kingstons, all claim a direct bloodline of Brion.  
Another theory is that the family descended from the Roman magistrate 
that came into Brittan in the 6th century.  Another theory is that the family 
descended from the nobility of Denmark in the 9th century. Still another 
theory, which is probably the most likely, has the Prater family descending 
from Baron Hurbert d' Rye, through his son, who came into England with 
William the Conqueror in 1066.  Baron Hurbert d' Rye lived in Rye Castle, 
Preaux, France and was born about 990. His son, Williamus became 
known as d' Preaux in France and later Williamus de Praers in England. 
Many of his descendants were married into the same allied families as the 
earlier generations of those using the "Prater" name in England. Only 
continued research can uncover more details about these theories. 

During the course of this family history discovery, I have had the 
pleasure of being invited to many family reunions, including in England, 
Australia, and throughout the U.S.A. Being a reunion guest speaker was 
an honor. I have met many kind and wonderful family members along 
the way.  Sadly, some had absolutely NO interest in their heritage.  



Hopefully, their descendants will feel otherwise, transcending an interest 
in heritage to their own children that follow. 

I would like to express my deep gratitude to all that helped me gather 
information and research.  Personally, I found doing that immensely 
satisfying.  The importance of preserving family information for future 
generations cannot be overemphasized.  The materials represent OUR 
family.  People are not perfect, and we are not to judge them, but we can 
try to learn from the mistakes or actions of our ancestors. We should feel 
grateful and proud of the story and heritage they have left us. 

I t is my hope that you will enjoy reading the material prepared for 
you. A work of this size is bound to include mistakes. Please know 
that I will appreciate your bringing any errors you find to my attention, 
so that corrections can be made.  Please contact me at the following if 
there are questions. 
 

Gary Benton Prather 
PO Box 314 
Sulphur, OK 73086 USA 
 
Email: GBPrather@aol.com 
 
Member: 
Taylor Co., KY. Gene. Society 
Stillaguamish Valley Gemological Society, Arlington, WA. 
"Friends of Lilliard Trigoz" Preservation Soc., Swindon, Wiltshire, Eng. 
State of Texas Notary Public 
Texas Police Officers Assoc. Sheriffs Assoc. of Texas 
Master Mason, Masonic Lodge, Pittsburg, KS. 
Noble in the Mirza Temple of Shriners, Pittsburg, KS. Cowboy Hall of 
Fame (Charter -Member-JR.) Okla. City, OK. (R.T.Brown / Gary Benton 
Prather / Terrell R. Prather)  

Be sure to visit our family web site at http://PratherGenealogy.com 
created and managed by: H. Martin Prather, Jr.  I offer a special thanks 
to “Marty” for help in the preparation, publication, and distribution of this 
work. 

mailto:GBPrather@aol.com
http://prathergenealogy.com/
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